
Chailey Brickworks Restoration 

Key Points: 
 

ESP’s work with Ibstock Ltd achieved approval for revised working and restoration 
proposals which improved the certainty of the working scheme, reduced the adverse 
effects on the surrounding woodland and enabled engagement with the local 
community. 
 
The increase in clay extraction area allowed the brickworks to remain economically 
viable and remain as a long term feature of the local economy in East Sussex. 
 
The enhanced mitigation proposals restrict views of the operational brickworks and 
ensure that the much cherished local woodland is well managed, with forest products 
being donated to the residents of Chailey and the surrounding villages. 

In 2010, Ibstock Brick Ltd commissioned ESP to prepare revised 
phased working and restoration proposals, as well as a Landscape 
and Visual Impact Assessment to support a Review of Mineral 
Planning Permissions (ROMP) at Chailey Brickworks, East Sussex in 
2010. 
 
ESP’s clay extraction scheme improved upon the 1993 permission 
by providing a deeper, better defined workable clay resource. The 
nineties restoration scheme comprised a bowl-shaped landform 
including a small wetland, surrounded by open grassland and 
woodland fringe on the upper slopes. The new restoration resulted 
in a large, deep lake with substantial areas of peripheral shallows 
favoured by wading birds. This was surrounded by species rich 
grassland and a scalloped woodland fringe. 
 
The change from grassland bowl to large lake required the design of 
the landscape mitigation measures to be much improved. Although 
the quarry was located in a heavily wooded setting, the adjacent 
wood was well used by local villagers and a Public Footpath 
followed the border of the mining permission area. 
 

ESP, working with the Company Geologist and Estates Manager 
designed a phased development scheme that not only provided 
progressive restoration, but also obscured quarry operations 
over the 30 year life of the development. This was achieved by 
creating a tiered edge between the footpath, woodland and lake. 
Although the restored lake will be fenced off from public access, 
views will be obtained across the reed marsh shallows through 
gaps in the woodland edge. 
 
Five different woodland management regimes were proposed in 
phased belts between the quarry and the woodland ranging 
from clear-fell, through to selective coppicing, meanwhile adding 
new planting of woodland, wetland edge and under-storey 
shrubs. 
 
The accompanying Woodland Management Plan, written by ESP 
involved extensive consultation with the local community before 
being finalised in July 2012. It proposes that any forest products, 
such as firewood arising from Ibstock’s woodland management 
activities be donated to local residents, providing a free source 
of fuel for wood buring stoves. 
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