
Moreton Valence Energy from Waste Plant 

Key Points: 
 
Although the proposal was screened and considered not to require a formal 
Environmental Impact Assessment, the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment helped 
to identify effects on sensitive receptors within the nearby AONB and to generate 
mitigation measures such as boundary treatments and choice of cladding colours. The 
ability to generate even simple block photomontages from digital terrain models of large 
scale built developments, such as this, helps both the developer and the Planning 
Authority to assess potential visual effects and design effective mitigation measures. The 
use of permanent raised landforms to obscure developments is difficult to do effectively 
without them being visually intrusive in their own right. They must be used in the right 
setting and with the right soil treatments and planting scheme. effects and design 
effective mitigation measures. The use of permanent raised landforms to obscure 
developments is difficult to do effectively without them being visually intrusive in their 
own right. They must be used in the right setting and with the right soil treatments and 
planting scheme. 

Smiths (Gloucester) Ltd commissioned ESP to prepare landscape 
proposals and a landscape and visual impact assessment to 
accompany their planning application to build a small energy from 
waste plant and extended storage yard at Moreton Valence 
Resource Recovery Centre. 
 
Although the proposed plant was not particularly large (main 
buildings between 17m & 21m high, emissions stack 25m high), the 
site is located almost adjacent to the M5 Motorway and within 2 
kilometres of the western escarpment of the Cotswolds AONB. The 
site had a 5 metre high steeply sloping grassed bund around the 
existing storage yard and permission to extend the bund around a 
further extension to the storage yard. This steep bunds were 
difficult to accommodate within an effective landscape scheme. 
 
The existing and permitted mounds faced the most important 
visual receptors within the AONB. ESP resolved that the best way 
to mitigate visual effects on these sensitive, elevated but distant 
receptors was to construct lower mounds (1.25m high) with 
shallower outer slope gradients in the foreground around the 
surrounding field boundaries. The outer, lower mounds would then 

be planted with large standard and feathered trees under-
planted with shrubs and edged on the inner side with a native 
hedge. The inner, higher mounds would be planted with large 
trees on the lower, outer slopes and shrubs on the upper slopes. 
 
Although the bunds looked engineered and unnatural on plan, 
most would be located adjacent to the motorway where raised 
landforms are not out of place. The lower outer mounds would 
help reduce the visual effect of the higher inner ones. 
Furthermore the potential softening and screening effects of the 
comprehensive planting scheme would mitigate the visual 
impact of the proposed built structures on viewpoints within the 
AONB. 
 
ESP also designed a colour scheme for the cladding of the new 
plant structures with hues carefully chosen to match the 
backdrop of the Forest of Dean and the upper slopes of the 
River Severn valley when seen from elevated locations within 
the Cotswolds AONB. 
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Lanscape Context: Severn Valley & Forest of Dean 


